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From: 

To: 

Sent: 


Legal Team <legal.team@ipr-helpclesk.org> 
Leandros Kontogouris <aphle@otenet.gr> 
30 October 2000 16:44 


Subject: Re: inquiry on patenting software in EU 

Dear Leandros, 

I have received your message and would like to thank you for the interest you have shown in our service. 
Software pataits are a soisitive issue in Europe. 

On the one hand, computer programs are protected by copyri^t according to a 1 99 1 European Directive (whidi is in force in Greece), but copyright 
protects only the source code and neitiier ^e algoriHim nor the ideas and concept behind it. 

On the other hand, software patents do not cover the source code but the method of resolution of a technical problem. 

The problem is that computer programs as sudi are excluded from patentability by Article 52.2 of the European Patait Convailion. All EU Member 
States including Greece have si^ed and ratified this Convaition. 

Nevertheless, the European Patmt Oftice has beai granting pataits on software-related invaitions for about 15 years now, using jurisprudential 
medianisms sudi as the "tedinical effect" criteria. Therefore, there is a chance that a patent application on a software-related invaition can lead to a 
granted patmt. 

We recommaid that you consult a specialised European patait agoit, the list of whidi can be find on our website, who will be able to dd:ermine with 
you wh^er your invaition is likely to be patented in Europe. 
We remain at your disposal for any furUier infonnation. 
regards, 

CyrU PIERRE-BEA USSE 
Legal Expert 


PS : please said your queries to the following address: 
IPR-Helpdesk 

64-66 avenue Vidor Hugo - L-1750 Luxembourg 
Tel. (+352)47 11 U 1 
Fax (^352) 47 11 11 60 


EHsclaimer 

The aim and purpose of the IPR-Helpdesk is to raise awareness of Inteilectual Property' Rights and not to give legally binding advice. It is intended to pro\ide relevant information, which may be of 
assistance to anyone with Intellectual Property queries or concerns. The European Commission and its contractor endeavour to deliver a high level service for this purpose. Notwithstanding this, 
neither the European Commission nor the IPR-Hdpd^k contractor guarantees the correctness or completeness of the information given and are neither responsible, nor to be held accountable for, 
any loss suffered as a result of reliance upon the services of the IPR-Helpdesk, Any information given does not necessarily reflect the official position of the European Commission. In this r^^i it 
should be noted that the information provided is considered to be of a preliminary nature and users should contact the competent authorities, organisations or pnvare firms for more detailed 
mformation or for advice on an\' course of action. 

Avertissement 

Le but de I'lPR-Helpdesk est de promouvoix la connaissance de la propriete inteUectueUe at non de dispenser des con&eils juridiques. L'IPR-Hetpdesk essayera de foumir des informations a toute 
personne ayant des questions on un simple interet pour le droit de la propriete inteUectueUe. La Commission des Communautes europ^nnes et I'lPR-Helpdesk ont mis en place un service de haut 
niveau dans cebut, Neanmoins, ni la Commission des Communautes europeennes ni TIPR-Hdpdesk ne garantissent 1" exactitude et I" exhaustivite des informations foumies et dedinent toute 
responsabUite quant aux pertes ou dommages resultant de Tusage qui pourrait etie fait des infonnations foumies par I'lPR-Helpdesk. Les informations foumies ne correspondent pas necessairement 
a la position offideUe de la Commission des Communautes europeeimes. Par consequent, il est important de noter que riiifoiination foumie ne Test qu'a titie pretiminaire et que les utihsateurs 
doivent contacter les autorites, organisations et sodetes ou conseils prives competents pour obtsnir une information ou un conseil pins d^taille. 


Visit our homepage at 
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